
 
 
 
 

Acts – Faith in Motion 
 Leaders Make a Difference 

 
 

I. Soldiers, Foreigners & Men of Faith 
Acts 10:1-4 (NIV®)  

1  At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as the Italian Regiment. 2  He and all 

his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in need and prayed to God regularly. 3 

 One day at about three in the afternoon he had a vision. He distinctly saw an angel of God, who came to him and said, 

"Cornelius!" 4  Cornelius stared at him in fear. "What is it, Lord?" he asked. The angel answered, "Your prayers and 
gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial offering before God.  

 

    A. Fear of God 

   B. Generous 

   C. Man of prayer 

   D. Spiritual reality 

 
Luke 7:1-10 (NIV®)  

1  When Jesus had finished saying all this in the hearing of the people, he entered Capernaum.  
2  There a centurion's servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about to die. 3  The centurion heard of Jesus 

and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his servant.  
4  When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, "This man deserves to have you do this, 5  because he 
loves our nation and has built our synagogue." 6  So Jesus went with them. He was not far from the house when 

the centurion sent friends to say to him: "Lord, don't trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my 
roof.  7  That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my servant will be 

healed. 8  For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 

'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." 9  When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, 
and turning to the crowd following him, he said, "I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel." 10  Then the 

men who had been sent returned to the house and found the servant well.  
 

   E. Generous Lives 

   F. Spiritual authority 

   G. Great faith 

 
II. Generosity is spiritual maturity 

Luke 6:37-38 (NIV®)  
37  "Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be 

forgiven. 38  Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will 
be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you."  

 

   A. Giving is the highest form of living 
2 Corinthians 9:7 (NIV®)  

   Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver.  
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  B. Forwarding Address 
1 Timothy 6:18-19 (NIV®)  

   . . . be generous and willing to share. 19 In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation 
for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.  

 

   C. Learn to be generous 
Hebrews 13:5 (NIV®)  

   Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, "Never will I 

leave you; never will I forsake you."  

Easy to be generous with things you do not highly value. 
 
 

III. What am I asking? 
 

   A. Prayerfully consider sacrifice 
 
   B. Participate in a way that you feel honors God 
 
   C. December 5/6 
 
   D. Consecration—preparing for our future 
 Tuesday, days of fasting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer, 
Heavenly Father open my heart to the reality of eternity. Holy Spirit open my eyes to see and my 
heart to understand how I may lead a life of generosity and sacrifice that enable Your purposes to 
break forth. I yield the strength of my life to the purposes of Almighty God. In this generation let the 
name of Jesus be honored and the Church strengthened,  
in Jesus’ name we pray, amen. 
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