
Acts – Living Faith 
Fear of the Lord 

 
 

I. Respect for God 
Acts 5:1-11 (NIV®)  

1  Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. 2  With his wife's full 
knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles' feet. 3  Then Peter 
said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself 
some of the money you received for the land? 4  Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't 
the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God." 5  When 
Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had happened. 6  Then the young 
men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him.7  About three hours later his wife came in, 
not knowing what had happened.8  Peter asked her, "Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?" "Yes," 
she said, "that is the price." 9  Peter said to her, "How could you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet of the 
men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also." 10  At that moment she fell down at his 
feet and died. Then the young men came in and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11 

 Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events.  

 
 Reverence, respect, awe, holiness, purity, obedience,  

 
 
 

     Psalms & Proverbs 
Psalm 19:9 (NASB®)  

9  The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the LORD are true; they are righteous 
altogether.  

Proverbs 1:7 (NIV®)  
7  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline. 

Proverbs 22:4 (NIV®)  
4  Humility and the fear of the LORD bring wealth and honor and life.  

 

 
Acts 12:1-4, 21-24 (NIV®)  

1  It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to persecute them. 
2  He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword. 3  When he saw that this pleased the Jews, he 
proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened during the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 4  After arresting him, he put him in 
prison, handing him over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring him out for public 
trial after the Passover.    . . . 21  On the appointed day Herod, wearing his royal robes, sat on his throne and delivered a 
public address to the people.    22  They shouted, "This is the voice of a god, not of a man." 23  Immediately, because 
Herod did not give praise to God, an angel of the Lord struck him down, and he was eaten by worms and died. 24  But 
the word of God continued to increase and spread.  
 

 

Acts 19:13-18 (NIV®)  
13  Some Jews who went around driving out evil spirits tried to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who were 
demon-possessed. They would say, "In the name of Jesus, whom Paul preaches, I command you to come out." 14  Seven 
sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this. 15  [One day] the evil spirit answered them, "Jesus I know, and I 
know about Paul, but who are you?" 16  Then the man who had the evil spirit jumped on them and overpowered them all. 
He gave them such a beating that they ran out of the house naked and bleeding. 17  When this became known to the 
Jews and Greeks living in Ephesus, they were all seized with fear, and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in 
high honor. 18  Many of those who believed now came and openly confessed their evil deeds.  
 

 

 



Acts 13:7-12 (NIV®)  
7  who was an attendant of the proconsul, Sergius Paulus. The proconsul, an intelligent man, sent for Barnabas and Saul 
because he wanted to hear the word of God. 8  But Elymas the sorcerer (for that is what his name means) opposed them 
and tried to turn the proconsul from the faith. 9  Then Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked 
straight at Elymas and said,10  "You are a child of the devil and an enemy of everything that is right! You are full of all 
kinds of deceit and trickery. Will you never stop perverting the right ways of the Lord? 11  Now the hand of the Lord is 
against you. You are going to be blind, and for a time you will be unable to see the light of the sun." 
Immediately mist and darkness came over him, and he groped about, seeking someone to lead him by the hand. 12 

 When the proconsul saw what had happened, he believed, for he was amazed at the teaching about the Lord.  
 
 

II. The First Commandment   ---False Gods 
Exodus 20:1-3 (NIV®)  

1  And God spoke all these words: 2  "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 3 

 "You shall have no other gods before me.  
 

Exodus 23:22-26 (NIV®)  
22  If you listen carefully to what he says and do all that I say, I will be an enemy to your enemies and will oppose those 
who oppose you. 23  My angel will go ahead of you and bring you into the land of the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, 
Canaanites, Hivites and Jebusites, and I will wipe them out. 24  Do not bow down before their gods or worship 
them or follow their practices. You must demolish them and break their sacred stones to pieces. 25  Worship the 
LORD your God, and his blessing will be on your food and water. I will take away sickness from among you, 26  and none 
will miscarry or be barren in your land. I will give you a full life span. 
 

 

   A. Judge of All the Earth 
   Romans 12:17-19 (NIV®)  
17  Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. 18  If it is possible, as far as it 
depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19  Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is 
written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord. 
 

Hebrews 10:26-31 (NIV®)  
26  If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, 27  but 
only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God. 28  Anyone who rejected 
the law of Moses died without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 29  How much more severely do you 
think a man deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing 
the blood of the covenant that sanctified him, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace? 30  For we know him who said, "It 
is mine to avenge; I will repay," and again, "The Lord will judge his people." 31  It is a dreadful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God. 

 

1 Peter 2:23 (NIV®)  
23  When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he 
entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 

 
Prayer 
We bow before the creator of heaven and earth. There is no God besides you. We repent and turn 
away from every false God and turn to you in humility and reverence. We choose to give praise and 
honor to the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. We rejoice in our redeemer and the grace extended 
toward us in Jesus Christ. In Christ we have been delivered from an empty way of life. He is our hope 
and our rock. May his name be exalted throughout the earth. Amen. 
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