
 
 
 
 

Discerning What is Next: 
God is Watching Over Us 

 
I. God’s Unfolding Purpose 
 

   A. The Gathering of the Jewish People 
Ezekiel 34:11-13 (NIV)  

11  "'For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after them. 12  As a shepherd 

looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places 
where they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness. 13  I will bring them out from the nations and gather them 

from the countries, and I will bring them into their own land. I will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the 
ravines and in all the settlements in the land. 

 
 Welcoming Jesus 

 
Luke 13:34-35 (NIV)  

34  "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather 
your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 35  Look, your house is left 

to you desolate. I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, 'Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord.'" 

 
 

   B. The Preparation of the Church 
Matthew 16:18 (NIV)  

 . . . I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 
 

Matthew 24:14 (NIV)  
14  And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will 
come.  

 

 An expanding Church 
 

Hebrews 12:7-11 (NIV)  
7  Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father? 8  If you are not 

disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate children and not true sons. 9  Moreover, we 
have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the 

Father of our spirits and live!  
10  Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share 
in his holiness. 11  No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of 

righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. 
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II. God is Watching Over Us 
 

Luke 12:29-34 (NIV)  
29  And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 30  For the pagan world runs after all 

such things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31  But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you 
as well. 32  "Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. 33  Sell 

your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will 
not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34  For where your treasure is, there your heart will 

be also.  
 

Hebrews 12:2 (NIV)  
2  Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, 
scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

 
1 Peter 5:7 (NIV)  

7  Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.  

 
Matthew 6:31-34 (NIV)  

31  So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?'  
32  For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33  But seek first 

his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34  Therefore do not worry about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. 

 

2 Peter 1:3-4 (NIV)  
3  His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by 

his own glory and goodness.4  Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them 
you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.  

 

 

III. Reading the “Signs of Our Times” 
 

   A. Gospel Widely Preached 
Matthew 24:14 (NIV)  

14  And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will 

come.  

 

   B. Fierce Times 
2 Timothy 3:1-5 (NIV)  

1  But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2  People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of 
money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3  without love, unforgiving, 

slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 4  treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure 
rather than lovers of God-- 5  having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them. 

 

 

Heavenly Father, 
I rejoice in Your provision for my life. Today I choose to lay aside anxiety and worry. I repent of 
ignoring your direction. My future is secure in You and Your great provision for my life. I will lift up 
my eyes to my King and my Redeemer. You are my help and my provision. You are my sustainer and 
my deliverer. You are my strength and my exceeding great reward. Let the name of Jesus be exalted 
throughout the earth, in His name I pray, amen. 
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