
 
 
 
 

Learning to Stand 
The Power of Grace 

 
 

I. Enemies We Face 
Luke 5:1-11 (NIV)  

1  One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, with the people crowding around him and listening to the 

word of God, 2  he saw at the water's edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. 3  He got 
into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and 

taught the people from the boat.  
4  When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch."  
5  Simon answered, "Master, we've worked hard all night and haven't caught anything. But because you say so, I 

will let down the nets." 6  When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to 
break.7  So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so 

full that they began to sink.  
8  When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus' knees and said, "Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!"  
9  For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, 10  and so were James and John, the 
sons of Zebedee, Simon's partners. Then Jesus said to Simon, "Don't be afraid; from now on you will catch men." 11  So 

they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.  

 
God’s grace begins at the end of human effort 

 

II. The Power of Grace 
2 Corinthians 12:9-10 (NIV)  

9  But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will 

boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me.     10  That is why, for Christ's 
sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am 

strong. 

 
 

   A. “Those who are with us” 
2 Kings 6:16-18 (NIV)  

16  "Don't be afraid," the prophet answered. "Those who are with us are more than those who are with them." 17  And 

Elisha prayed, "O LORD, open his eyes so he may see." Then the LORD opened the servant's eyes, and he looked and 
saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 18  As the enemy came down toward him, Elisha prayed to 

the LORD, "Strike these people with blindness." So he struck them with blindness, as Elisha had asked.  

 
 

   B. Learning to See 
1 Samuel 16:1 (NIV)  

1  The LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your 

horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen (seen) one of his sons to 

be king."  
 

1 Samuel 16:7 (NIV)  
7  But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD 

does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart."  
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III. Breaking Free 
 

   A. Names to Know   
 

 1. The “first man” 
  a. Adam 
  b. from the earth 
 
 2. The “second man” 
  a. Jesus 
  b. from heaven 
 

   B. The Great Encumbrance--- limit/boundary 
1 Cor. 15:45-49 (NASB)   

    So also it is written, "The first man, Adam, became a living soul." The last Adam became a life-giving spirit. [46] 

However, the spiritual is  
not first, but the natural; then the spiritual. [47] The first man is from the earth, earthy; the second man is from 

heaven. [48] As is the earthy, so also are those who are earthy; and as is the heavenly, so also are those who are 
heavenly. [49] And just as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the 

heavenly.  
 

Genesis 2:7 (NASB)   

    Then the Lord God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man 
became a living being.  

 
Galatians 3:14 (NIV)   

    He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that 

by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.  
 

Romans 8:11 (NIV)  
11  And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also 

give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.  

 
 

   C. Created for Freedom---God Promised! 
Col. 1:22 (NIV)   

    But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without 

blemish and free from accusation--  
 

Hebrews 9:15 (NIV)   
    For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal 

inheritance--now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant.  
 

Romans 8:1-2 (NIV)   

    Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, [2] because through Christ Jesus the law 
of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. 

 

Prayer 

Today I lay aside the spirit of heaviness and raise my voice in praise of the Lord --my strength and 
my redeemer. May my eyes be opened to the provision of God and my ears attentive to the sound of 
His deliverance. Holy Spirit help me, in You I find power and revelation. Let the people of God arise 
triumphant and may the name of Jesus be lifted up throughout the earth. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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