
 
 
 

Learning to Stand 
A Matter of Faith 

 

Ephesians 6:10-11 (NIV)  
10  Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11  Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand 

against the devil's schemes.  
 

I. “follow me” ---  
 

   Jesus, our pattern 
Mark 5:38-42 (NIV)   

    When they came to the home of the synagogue ruler, Jesus saw a commotion, with people crying and wailing loudly. 
39 He went in and said to them, "Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not dead but asleep." 40 But they 

laughed at him. 
    After he put them all out, he took the child's father and mother and the disciples who were with him, and went in 

where the child was. 41 He took her by the hand and said to her, "Talitha koum!" (which means, "Little girl, I say to you, 
get up!"). 42 Immediately the girl stood up and walked around (she was twelve years old). At this they were completely 

astonished.  
 

   Peter, as follower  (years later) 
Acts 9:39-42 (NIV)   

    Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All the widows stood around him, 

crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with them. 40 Peter sent 
them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said, "Tabitha, 

get up." She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. 41 He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then 

he called the believers and the widows and presented her to them alive. 42 This became known all over Joppa, and many 
people believed in the Lord.  
 

   A. Jesus’ interest in the “substance of faith” 
Mark 5:32-34 (NIV)   [woman with bleeding problem] 

    But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it. 33 Then the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came 
and fell at his feet and, trembling with fear, told him the whole truth.  34 He said to her, "Daughter, your faith has 

healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering."  

 
Mark 7:25-30 (NIV)   

    In fact, as soon as she heard about him, a woman whose little daughter was possessed by an evil spirit came and fell 
at his feet.  26 The woman was a Greek, born in Syrian Phoenicia. She begged Jesus to drive the demon out of her 

daughter.  
     27 "First let the children eat all they want," he told her, "for it is not right to take the children's bread and toss it to 

their dogs."  

     28 "Yes, Lord," she replied, "but even the dogs under the table eat the children's crumbs."  
     29 Then he told her, "For such a reply, you may go; the demon has left your daughter."  

     30 She went home and found her child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.  

 
1. Our responses to Jesus are significant. 
2. No faith; little faith; growing faith;  

 

   B. Jesus, helping his followers “grow in faith” 
John 20:27 (Msg)   

    Then he focused his attention on Thomas. "Take your finger and examine my hands. Take your hand and stick it in my 
side. Don't be unbelieving. Believe."  
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1. Listen/learn; watch; participate; review; go; 
2. Drilling Deeper 
 

Luke 9:1-2 (NIV)   

When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all 
demons and to cure diseases,  2 and he sent them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.  

 
  Luke 10:1-2 (NIV)   

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to every town 

and place where he was about to go.  2 He told them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask 
the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.  

Luke 10:17-21 (NIV)   
The seventy-two returned with joy and said, "Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name."  . . .   20 

However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven."  

 21 At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, "I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, 

Father, for this was your good pleasure.  

 

   C. The object of your faith??? 
John 2:11 (NIV)   

This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee. He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples 
put their faith in him.  

 
John 8:30 (NIV)   

Even as he spoke, many put their faith in him.  
 

   D. Faith neutralizers. 
 Mark 11:22-25 (NIV)   

    "Have faith in God," Jesus answered.  23 "I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself 
into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done for him.    . . .   
25 And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may 
forgive you your sins."  

 

Hebrews 12:15 (Msg)   
    Make sure no one gets left out of God's generosity. Keep a sharp eye out for weeds of bitter discontent. A thistle 

or two gone to seed can ruin a whole garden in no time.    (no “bitter root”) 

 
1. “Bitter roots” --- toward people or God 

  a. Unforgiveness 
  b. Bitterness 
  c. Anger 
  d. Resentment 
  e. Hatred 
  f. Jealousy 
           g. Ungodly imaginations 

 

 

Prayer 

Heavenly Father, you are the source of my strength. May your Word come alive within me. Give me 
an understanding heart; grant me the wisdom to walk in your ways. Protect me from those things 
which would disrupt your purposes for me. May my life bring honor and glory to my Lord and King, in 
Jesus’ name, amen. 
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