
 
 

Good News for All People 

 

Gentiles Included  
 

Hebrews 4:12-13 (NIV)  
12  For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to 
dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 13  Nothing in all 
creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we 
must give account. 
 

I. Jesus Recruits a Rabbi 
Acts 9:1-6 (NIV)  

1  Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord's disciples. He went to the high 
priest 2  and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged 
to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3  As he neared Damascus 
on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4  He fell to the ground and heard a voice 
say to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" 5  "Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked. "I am Jesus, whom 
you are persecuting," he replied. 6  "Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do."  
 

   A. Unlikely Advocate 
1 Timothy 1:12-14 (NIV)  

12  I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me faithful, appointing me to 
his service. 13  Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown 
mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. 14  The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, 
along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.  
 

   B. No Wasted Training 
Philippians 3:4-6 (NIV)  

If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5  circumcised on the eighth 
day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 

 as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless.  

 

   C. New Priorities 
Philippians 3:12 (NIV)  

12  Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of 
that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.  

 

II. Pentecost 2 
 

   A. Peter Sees the Kingdom 
Acts 10:9-15 (NIV)  

9  About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the 
roof to pray. 10  He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the meal was being prepared, he 
fell into a trance. 11  He saw heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its 
four corners. 12  It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles of the earth and birds of the 
air. 13  Then a voice told him, "Get up, Peter. Kill and eat." 14  "Surely not, Lord!" Peter replied. "I have never 
eaten anything impure or unclean." 15  The voice spoke to him a second time, "Do not call anything impure 
that God has made clean."  
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   B. Obedient but Unaware   
Acts 10:34-38 (NIV)  

34  Then Peter began to speak: "I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism 35  but accepts 
men from every nation who fear him and do what is right. 36  You know the message God sent to the people of 
Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37  You know what has 
happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached-- 38  how God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who 
were under the power of the devil, because God was with him. 

 

   C. God of Surprises 
Acts 10:44-47 (NIV)  

44  While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. 45  The 
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had 
been poured out even on the Gentiles. 46  For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. 
Then Peter said, 47  "Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water? They have received the 
Holy Spirit just as we have."  

 
 

III. Observations 
 

   A. Not a movement of perfect people 
 

   B. Jesus is Lord of ALL  
 

   C. Holy Spirit directed 
 
 
 
 
Prayer 
Heavenly Father, pour out your Spirit upon us. Give us boldness to stand as advocates for Jesus. Let 
the fear of the Lord and a spirit of repentance grow within us. Open our eyes to your assignments as 
never before. Just as you recruited Saul of Tarsus recruit those we need to complete the tasks before 
us. May Jesus’ name be lifted up. Come quickly Lord Jesus, amen. 
 
 
Days of Fasting 
Almighty God we come before you in prayer and humility. Look upon our nation with mercy, forgive 
our sins. Once again may our hearts be turned toward you, the hearts of fathers to their children. We 
pray for the peace of Jerusalem and the people of the land. May we use our freedom and abundance 
for the glory of God and not just for ourselves. Awaken the Church, Holy Spirit we welcome you. In 
Jesus’ name, amen. 
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