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I. A Paradox 
 

 In the last days . . . both an out pouring of the Holy Spirit & an increase in wickedness 
 
 Joel 2:28-29 (NIV)  
28  'And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream 
dreams, your young men will see visions. 29  Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in 
those days.  
 

2 Timothy 3:1-5 (NIV)  
1  But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2  People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, 
boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3  without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without 
self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 4  treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God-- 5 

 having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them.  
 

2 Peter 3:3-7, 9-11 (NIV)  
3  First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. 4 

 They will say, "Where is this 'coming' he promised? Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the 
beginning of creation." 5  But they deliberately forget that long ago by God's word the heavens existed and the earth was 
formed out of water and by water. 6  By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 7  By the 
same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of 
ungodly men.     . . . 9  The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, 
not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 10  But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The 
heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid 
bare. 11  Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and 
godly lives  

II. At the Heart of WOC . . . 

 Being A Redeeming Place 
 Creativity & Innovation 
 Extending the Kingdom 
 Loving Our Neighbor 
 Experiencing God 

 

III. Creativity & Innovation. 
Isaiah 43:19 (NIV) 

See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the desert and streams in 

the wasteland.   
 

John 9:32 (NASB)  
32  "Since the beginning of time it has never been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 
 

 Acts 5:14-15 (NIV)  
14  Nevertheless, more and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added to their number. 15  As a result, 
people brought the sick into the streets and laid them on beds and mats so that at least Peter's shadow might fall on 
some of them as he passed by. 
 



Acts 19:11-12 (NIV)  
11  God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, 12  so that even handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched him were 
taken to the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil spirits left them.    
 

IV. Extending the Kingdom of God 
 

Matthew 16:19 (NIV)  

   I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven."   
 

Matthew 23:13 (NIV)  

   "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the kingdom of heaven in men's faces. You 
yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter who are trying to.   
 

Acts 2:41 (NIV)  
41  Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that 
day. 

 

Acts 4:3-4 (NIV)  
3  They seized Peter and John, and because it was evening, they put them in jail until the next day. 4  But many who 
heard the message believed, and the number of men grew to about five thousand. 

 

Acts 13:44 (NIV)  
44  On the next Sabbath almost the whole city (Antioch) gathered to hear the word of the Lord. 

 

   A. Sacrifice 
Acts 14:22(NIV)  

   strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the faith. "We must go through many hardships to 
enter the kingdom of God," they said.   
 

2 Timothy 1:11-12 (NIV)  
11  And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher. 12  That is why I am suffering as I am. 
Yet I am not ashamed, because I know whom I have believed . . . 

 

   B. Significance 
Luke 7:28  (NIV)  

I tell you, among those born of women there is no one greater than John; yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God 
is greater than he."   
 

Philippians 3:13-14 (NASB)  
. . . one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 14  I press on toward the goal for 
the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 
   C. Service 

Matthew 7:21  (NIV)  
   "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my 
Father who is in heaven. 

 

Heavenly Father, surely your plans and purposes will be made known in all the earth. Strengthen 
your servants in this generation. Respond to those who cry out to you, deliver the oppressed and 

refresh the weary. Establish your word with power and authority. Let a harvest of righteousness 
begin. Raise up leaders to cooperate with your Spirit. May the Church reflect the glory of our Lord 
and King as never before, in Jesus name, amen. 
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