
Practicing Disciples 
 

Practicing 
 
 
 

Isaiah 38:16 (NIV)  
You restored me to health and let me live.  
 
 
Chosen; Study/learn; train; practice; stop practice; reward 
 

I. Your Practice 
 

   A. The Assignment 
Matthew 28:17-20 (NIV)  

17  When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18  Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20  and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 

 
 

   B. Fruit of Repentance 
Philippians 2:12-16 (NIV)  

 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed--not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence--
continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13  for it is God who works in you to will and to act 

according to his good purpose.  
14  Do everything without complaining or arguing, 15  so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God 

without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the word 

of life— 
James 2:18-19 (NIV)  

 But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds." Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith 
by what I do. 19  You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that--and shudder.  

 
 

   C. Diverse but Significant 
1 Corinthians 12:17-21 (NIV)  

  If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the 
sense of smell be?  18  But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to 

be. 19  If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20  As it is, there are many parts, but one body.  21  The eye 

cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the feet, "I don't need you!"  

 
 

II. Jesus, Our Example  ---we are learners 
     

   A. Jesus training disciples 
Mark 5:36-42 (NIV)  

  Ignoring what they said, Jesus told the synagogue ruler, "Don't be afraid; just believe." 37  He did not let anyone follow 
him except Peter, James and John the brother of James. 38  When they came to the home of the synagogue ruler, Jesus 

saw a commotion, with people crying and wailing loudly. 39  He went in and said to them, "Why all this commotion and 
wailing? The child is not dead but asleep." 40  But they laughed at him. After he put them all out, he took the child's father 

and mother and the disciples who were with him, and went in where the child was. 41  He took her by the hand and said 

to her, "Talitha koum!" (which means, "Little girl, I say to you, get up!"). 42  Immediately the girl stood up and walked 
around (she was twelve years old). At this they were completely astonished.  

 



 

   B. Peter as practitioner 
Acts 9:37-42 (NIV)  

37  About that time she became sick and died, and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room.  
38  Lydda was near Joppa; so when the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, 
"Please come at once!" 39  Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All the widows 

stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with 
them. 40  Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning toward the dead 

woman, he said, "Tabitha, get up." She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. 41  He took her by the hand and 

helped her to her feet. Then he called the believers and the widows and presented her to them alive. 42  This became 
known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord.  

 

 
 

III. Disciples are Practitioners 
 

   A. Prayer 
 Personal; Family; Church; Nations 
 

Afghanistan  ---Asia, Middle East 
 Population, 30 million 
 Capital, Kabul 
 Estimated Christian population, .05% 

 
 

   B. “God Spots” 
   White Board Bible 

 Six weeks 
 Learn the story of your Bible & help others 
 Open your heart, open your home and change a life. 

 
 
 
 
Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank you for calling me out of darkness and into the Kingdom of your Son. You 
have chosen me and I choose Jesus to be Lord of my entire life. Holy Spirit help me, I humble myself 
to learn. Give me boldness to let my faith live in action. Through my life, may the name of Jesus be 
exalted and the Kingdom of God extended. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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