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I. God’s Word 

Psalms 119:127-128 (NIV
®
)  

127 
Because I love your commands more than gold, more than pure gold, 

128 
and because I consider all your 

precepts right, I hate every wrong path.  

A. Wise or Foolish 

Matthew 7:24-27 (NIV
®
)  

24 
"Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built 

his house on the rock. 
25 

The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that 

house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 
26 

But everyone who hears these words of 

mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 
27 

The rain came 

down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash."  

1. Choose to accept God 

2. Always persons who reject God 

Psalms 14:1 (NIV
®
)  

1 
The fool says in his heart, "There is no God." They are corrupt, their deeds are vile; there is no one 

who does good.  

B. Repetition, key to learning 

James 1:22-25 (NIV
®
)  

22 
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 

23 
Anyone who listens to the 

word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror 
24 

and, after looking at himself, 

goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 
25 

But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that 

gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it--he will be blessed in 

what he does. 

II. God Speaks to His People 

A. “The Lord Almighty says” 

2 Samuel 7:8 (NIV
®
)  

8 
"Now then, tell my servant David, 'This is what the Lord Almighty says: I took you from the pasture and from 

following the flock to be ruler over my people Israel.  

Haggai 1:2-6, 12 (NIV
®
)  

2 
This is what the Lord Almighty says: "These people say, 'The time has not yet come for the Lord's house to 

be built.'" 
3 
Then the word of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai: 

4 
"Is it a time for you yourselves to be 

living in your paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin?" 
5 
Now this is what the Lord Almighty says: 
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"Give careful thought to your ways. 
6 
You have planted much, but have harvested little. You eat, but never have 

enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put 

them in a purse with holes in it."   . . . 
  12 

Then Zerubbabel the high priest, and the whole remnant of the people 

obeyed the voice of the Lord their God and the message of the prophet Haggai, because the Lord their God had 

sent him. And the people feared the Lord.  

B. “The Lord says”  

Exodus 7:17 (NIV
®
)  

17 
This is what the Lord says: By this you will know that I am the Lord: With the staff that is in my hand I will 

strike the water of the Nile, and it will be changed into blood.  

2 Kings 19:32-34 (NIV
®
)  

32 
"Therefore this is what the Lord says concerning the king of Assyria: "He will not enter this city or shoot an 

arrow here. He will not come before it with shield or build a siege ramp against it. 
33 

By the way that he came he 

will return; he will not enter this city, declares the Lord. 
34 

I will defend this city and save it, for my sake and for 

the sake of David my servant."  

C. God’s Thoughts, Our Thoughts 

Isaiah 55:6-11 (NIV
®
)  

6 
Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him while he is near. 

7 
Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil 

man his thoughts. Let him turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will freely 

pardon. 
8 
"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the Lord. 

9 
"As the 

heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
10 

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and 

making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,      
11 

so is my word that 

goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve 

the purpose for which I sent it.  

III. Becoming Believers 

A. The Catalyst of Belief —____________________ 

Mark 1:14-15 (NIV
®
)  

14 
After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 

15 
"The time has 

come," he said. "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!"  

B. While we read God’s Word, His Word reads us 

Hebrews 4:12-13 (NIV
®
)  

12 
For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing 

soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 
13 

Nothing in all creation is 

hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give 

account.  
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C. Respond with humility 

James 4:6-10 (NIV
®
)  

6 
But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the 

humble." 
7 
Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 

8 
Come near to God and 

he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 
9 
Grieve, 

mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. 
10 

Humble yourselves before the Lord, 

and he will lift you up.  

D. Impediments to Belief 

1. _______________________ 

2. _______________________ 

3. _______________________ 

 

PRAYER 

Heavenly Father, I choose to humble myself before you today. I turn away from ungodliness 

and yield to You. I repent of any involvement with the occult, forgive me. I turn away from my 

attempts to dominate, manipulate and control. I have rebelled against authority both earthly 

and heavenly and today I choose to yield to Almighty God and the authority He places in my 

life. I renounce every unholy thought and activity. I choose obedience to you. I thank you that 

the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses me, delivers me and separates me from my sin. I rejoice 

in my freedom. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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