
The Holy Spirit Today 
 

Acts 10:38 (NIV)  
38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good 
and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.  

I. Present Assignments 
 

   A. To Complete the ministry of Christ 
 

   B. To Empower the Body of Christ 
 

   C. Jesus baptism --portrayal of Spirit’s descent  
 

Luke 3:21-22 (NIV)  
21 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened 22 and 

the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: "You are my Son, whom I 
love; with you I am well pleased."  

Luke 4:14 (NIV)  
14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside.  

Acts 1:6-8 (NIV)  
6 So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7 He 
said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.  8 But you will receive 

power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth."  

Acts 2:42-47 (NIV)  
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 

Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 44 All the believers 

were together and had everything in common. 45 Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had 
need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate 

together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to 
their number daily those who were being saved.  

1. Through the Holy Spirit, God bears witness to the    testimony of the Gospel. 
Hebrews 2:3-4 (NIV)  

This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him. 4 God also 

testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.  

 
2. We have no right to preach a Gospel that is not supernaturally attested. 

Acts 8:5-8 (NIV)  
5 Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ there. 6 When the crowds heard Philip and saw 

the miraculous signs he did, they all paid close attention to what he said. 7 With shrieks, evil spirits came out of 

many, and many paralytics and cripples were healed. 8 So there was great joy in that city.  

 
3. Without the Holy Spirit we cannot do the job. 

1 Corinthians 12:7-11 (NIV)  
7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is given through 

the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to 
another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to 

another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, 



and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he 

gives them to each one, just as he determines.  

1 Corinthians 13:8-12 (NIV)  
8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; 
where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when 

perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I 

reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. 12 Now we see but a poor reflection 
as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully 

known.  

II. Our Dependence Upon the Holy Spirit 
Romans 6:4 (NIV)  

4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  

A. 4 Areas Where We Need the Supernatural Help    
       of the Holy Spirit 

 
1. Prayer 

Romans 8:26-27 (NIV)  
26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the 
Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows 

the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will.  

2. Ministry 
Romans 15:18-19 (NIV)  

18 I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me in leading the Gentiles 
to obey God by what I have said and done-- 19 by the power of signs and miracles, through the power of the 

Spirit.  

1 Peter 1:12 (NIV)  
12 It was revealed to them (the prophets) that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the 

things that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from 
heaven. Even angels long to look into these things.  

3. Victory Over Sin 
Galatians  5:16-17 (NIV)  

16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 17 For the sinful nature 

desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature.  

4. Character 
Galatians 5:22-25 (NIV)  

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-
control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature 

with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 
 
 
Prayer 
May the Spirit of the Living God be made evident in my life. I choose to yield to the authority of 
Almighty God. Jesus is my Lord. I present myself as a living sacrifice. May the purposes of God be 
accomplished in me and through me. I will delight in the things of my God. Holy Spirit I trust You to 
direct my steps and illumine my path. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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