
Great Beginnings, Great Endings 
Faith Transfers 
 
I. Prepared for Eternity 

Acts 7:55-60 (NASB)  
55 But being full of the Holy Spirit, he (Stephen) gazed intently into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing 
at the right hand of God; 56 and he said, "Behold, I see the heavens opened up and the Son of Man standing at the right 

hand of God." 57 But they cried out with a loud voice, and covered their ears and rushed at him with one impulse. 58 When 
they had driven him out of the city, they began stoning him; and the witnesses laid aside their robes at the feet of 
a young man named Saul. 59 They went on stoning Stephen as he called on the Lord and said, "Lord Jesus, receive my 

spirit!" 60 Then falling on his knees, he cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them!" Having said 
this, he fell asleep.  

II. A Rocky Start 
 

   A. Autobiography 
Acts 26:9-20 (NIV)  

9 "I too was convinced that I ought to do all that was possible to oppose the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10 And that is just 

what I did in Jerusalem. On the authority of the chief priests I put many of the saints in prison, and when they were put 

to death, I cast my vote against them. 11 Many a time I went from one synagogue to another to have them punished, and 
I tried to force them to blaspheme. In my obsession against them, I even went to foreign cities to persecute them. 12 "On 

one of these journeys I was going to Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief priests. 13 About noon, O 
king, as I was on the road, I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, blazing around me and my companions. 14 

We all fell to the ground, and I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic, 'Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It is hard 
for you to kick against the goads.' 15 "Then I asked, 'Who are you, Lord?' "'I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,' the 

Lord replied. 16 'Now get up and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness 

of what you have seen of me and what I will show you. 17 I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I 
am sending you to them 18 to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, 

so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.' 19 "So then, King 
Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven. 20 First to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in 

all Judea, and to the Gentiles also, I preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance by 

their deeds.  

   B. Writing a New Ending 
Philippians 3:4-14 (NIV)  

If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the 
people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, 

persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless. 7 But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for 
the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ 

Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in 
him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ--the 

righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the 

fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection 
from the dead. 12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold 

of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one 
thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize 

for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.  

1. _________________ makes change possible 
2. Attach great worth to Christ 
3. Establish _______________________ 
4. Repenting & _______________________ 
5. Press toward God’s reward 

 

   C. A Journey to be Understood  ---travel tips 



2 Corinthians 11:25-28 (NIV)  
25 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the 
open sea, 26 I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger 

from my own countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and 
in danger from false brothers. 27 I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and 

thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked. 28 Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure 

of my concern for all the churches.  

   D. Living with the End in View 
2 Timothy 4:1-18 (NIV)  

1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his 
kingdom, I give you this charge: 2 Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and 

encourage--with great patience and careful instruction. 3 For the time will come when men will not put up with sound 
doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their 

itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 5 But you, keep your 

head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. 6 For I am 
already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come for my departure. 7 I have fought the 

good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now there is in store for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day--and not only to me, but also to all who 

have longed for his appearing. 9 Do your best to come to me quickly, 10 for Demas, because he loved this world, has 
deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia. 11 Only Luke is with me. 

Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry. 12 I sent Tychicus to Ephesus. 13 When you 

come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, and my scrolls, especially the parchments. 14 Alexander the 
metalworker did me a great deal of harm. The Lord will repay him for what he has done. 15 You too should be on your 

guard against him, because he strongly opposed our message. 16 At my first defense, no one came to my support, but 
everyone deserted me. May it not be held against them. 17 But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that 

through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. And I was delivered from the lion's 

mouth. 18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
 
 
Prayer 
Heavenly Father,  
I believe You created me for good. My life and my circumstances are not a surprise to you. I choose 
to live for Your glory. I rejoice today that you are a God of grace and mercy, a God of deliverance 
and great compassion. Forgive my sin, Holy Spirit guide my steps. I choose to live for the purposes of 
Almighty God, to complete my assignment with my days on this earth. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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