
Great Beginnings, Great Endings 
Learners 
 
I. Christ Followers 
 

Matthew 4:19 (NIV)  
19 "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men."  

Matthew 16:24 (NIV)  
24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and 

follow me.  

Luke 9:57-62 (NIV)  
57 As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, "I will follow you wherever you go." 58 Jesus replied, "Foxes 

have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head." 59 He said to another man, 
"Follow me." But the man replied, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father." 60 Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their 

own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God." 61 Still another said, "I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go 
back and say good-by to my family." 62 Jesus replied, "No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for 

service in the kingdom of God."  

Philippians 4:9 (NIV)  
9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me--put it into practice. And the God of peace will 

be with you.  

II. Peter, James, & John 
Matthew 17:1-9 (NIV)  

1 After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain 
by themselves. 2 There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as 

the light. 3 Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. 4 Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, it is 

good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters--one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah." 5 While he 
was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from the cloud said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with 

him I am well pleased. Listen to him!" 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. 7 But 
Jesus came and touched them. "Get up," he said. "Don't be afraid." 8 When they looked up, they saw no one except 

Jesus. 9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, "Don't tell anyone what you have seen, until the 

Son of Man has been raised from the dead."  

 

   A. Jesus appears to Saul 
Acts 9:1-6 (NASB)  

1 Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest, 2 and asked for 
letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, both men and women, he 

might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 As he was traveling, it happened that he was approaching Damascus, and 

suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him; 4 and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, 
Saul, why are you persecuting Me?" 5 And he said, "Who are You, Lord?" And He said, "I am Jesus whom you are 

persecuting, 6 but get up and enter the city, and it will be told you what you must do."  

Acts 9:26-28 (NIV)  
26 When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, not believing that he really 
was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles. He told them how Saul on his journey had 

seen the Lord and that the Lord had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had preached fearlessly in the name 

of Jesus. 28 So Saul stayed with them and moved about freely in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord.  

 

   B. Jesus appears to John 
Revelation 1:9-19 (NIV)  

9 I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on 
the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 On the Lord's Day I was in the Spirit, and 

I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, 11 which said: "Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven 



churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea." 12 I turned around to see the 

voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was 
someone "like a son of man," dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 His 

head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15 His feet were like bronze 
glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, and out 

of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. 17 When I saw him, I 

fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: "Do not be afraid. I am the First and the 
Last. 18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and 

Hades. 19 "Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later.  

 

   C. Ministry Lessons 
Mark 5:35-42 (NIV)  

35 While Jesus was still speaking, some men came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler. "Your daughter is dead," 

they said. "Why bother the teacher any more?" 36 Ignoring what they said, Jesus told the synagogue ruler, "Don't be 
afraid; just believe." 37 He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the brother of James. 38 

When they came to the home of the synagogue ruler, Jesus saw a commotion, with people crying and wailing loudly. 39 

He went in and said to them, "Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not dead but asleep." 40 But they laughed 

at him. After he put them all out, he took the child's father and mother and the disciples who were with him, and went 

in where the child was. 41 He took her by the hand and said to her, "Talitha koum!" (which means, "Little girl, I 
say to you, get up!"). 42 Immediately the girl stood up and walked around (she was twelve years old). At this they were 

completely astonished.  

Acts 9:36-42 (NIV)  
36 In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which, when translated, is Dorcas), who was always doing good and 

helping the poor. 37 About that time she became sick and died, and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. 
38 Lydda was near Joppa; so when the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, 

"Please come at once!" 39 Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All the widows 
stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with 

them. 40 Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning toward the 

dead woman, he said, "Tabitha, get up." She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. 41 He took her by the 
hand and helped her to her feet. Then he called the believers and the widows and presented her to them alive. 42 This 

became known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord. 

 

   D. Personal Experience 

1. Spiritual __________________ 

2. Specific not __________________ 

3. Active not __________________ 

 4. Realms of __________________ 
 
 
 

Prayer 
Heavenly Father, we want to learn to follow your direction. Help us to recognize the invitations of 
your Spirit. Forgive us our rebellion and stubbornness. We repent of trusting ourselves more than 
you. Holy Spirit we want to cooperate with your direction, yield to your promptings and to change. 
May our lives bring honor to the name of Jesus, amen. 
 
KEY: reality; general; passive; authority 
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